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How can we support our learners in navigating the "wild 
waters" and "white waters" of AI for language learning?

Wild waters

Wildness and 
unpredictability

Hallucinations
Made up facts
Political bias

Neither intelligent nor 
knowledgeable(Beetham) 

White waters

Potential danger, challenge and 
difficulty

Institutional responses
Academic integrity
Intellectual Property

Assessment (avoid, outrun, 
embrace JISC)

Threat to a certain 
knowledge/creative economy



Constructive dialogue: with learners

Please provide some 
guidance on what 
students can do and 
can't do.

I have been playing 
with chatbots quite 
a lot. In particular, in 
generating 
examples.I wrote a persona for it to have, 

like a conversation at a B2 level 
in German.
It's especially useful in example 
generation, it can give you very 
different ways of using certain 
words.

In one of the languages I'm learning there 
is a pattern subject, object verb and I've 
personally found it quite difficult 
sometimes to identify the object in long 
sentences, quite complex sentences and it 
did do a fairly good job at showing me this 
is the object, of demarking it in the 
sentence which I found useful.

I like to use it to create text that is specific to 
my interests.  I'm learning a language that 
doesn't have a lot of resources, essentially, so 
I'm only restricted to fairy tales, which I'm 
absolutely sick of, so I like it to create content 
for me that’s like a text.



Developing critical learner (and tutor) engagement with AI

• From text based learner guidance (adapted from CTL guide) to open collaborative and flexible strategy inventory 
(on our Virtual language Centre – open VLE platform to the university);

• Partnership with learners – open to “learners in the digital wilds”  within the institution

• Continue to focus on supporting tutors with the sharing and development of exemplars and ideas based on 
tutor practice and learner use – workshops and focus groups


